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TO

HIS DIVINE ALL-HOLINESS

MR. MR. BARTHOLOMEW I -
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE —
THE NEW ROME AND

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

FANAR, CONSTANTINOPLE

YOUR ALL-HOLINESS,
PANAGIOTATE, EFENDE KE DESPOTA,

I am most respectfully addressing You with filial affection after the
official correspondence between us related to the already held celebrations
of the 130t Anniversary of the laying the foundation stone of The Iron
Church of “St. Stephen” under the Bulgarian church parish board, which
were worthily organized and carried out by the Ecumenical Patriarchate on
the 18th September 2022, when You presented and donated the Holy Book -
Evangelium (Gospel) in Bulgarian language as a gift to this magnificent
temple. This is a clear example of the ecumenical (universal) character of
the Church of Constantinople! I would like to take this opportunity to offer
my sincere apologies once again for my inability to visit You and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate due to my commitments!

Therefore, in accordance with Your invitation, I will visit the Holy
Center of the Orthodoxy for the celebrations on the occasion of the Thronal
Feast of the Patriarchate, when Christians around the world commemorate
the first-called of the Apostles - Saint Andrew, founder of the Church in
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ancient town Byzantium. On the eve of this holy day - on the 29t November
2022, I will be honoured and blessed to have an audience with You - the
Ecumenical Patriarch, when exactly in this month 7 years ago the chaired
by myself Council of Ministers proposed to the President of the Republic
that the highest state honour of the Republic of Bulgaria - the Order "Stara
planina" 1st class degree had to be awarded to You, and the next day (30t
November 2022) due to firm commitments to the Bulgarian state
institutions, I will not be able to take part as a regular practicing believing
Christian in the Holy Divine Liturgy presided over by Your All-Holiness in
Your Patriarchal Cathedral Church of "St. George".

This whole year 2022 is extremely connecting for us - the Bulgarians
and the Mother-Church in Constantinople due to the completion of 175
years since the canonization of Saint Photius the Great, who was the
enlightener in the Faith of both St. Knyaz Boris-Michail I - Baptiser of
Bulgaria, but also of all of Bulgaria, and therefore, I firmly believe that even
today he is the heavenly protector of the People of Bulgaria.

Your All-Holiness,

It is extremely important nowadays that we - the politicians — turn to the
spiritual leaders for advices and talk precisely with them. You are universally
accepted global spiritual leader. For more than three decades You have
dedicated Your patriarchal serving to the common good.

After the end of the Cold War, You renewed and strengthened the
relationship between the Orthodox Churches. You organized, convened, and
held the centuries-awaited Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church in
Crete in 2016, which witnessed in a new age the Gospel of Righteousness and
opened the Church for dialogue with the modern world. Your mission and
apostolate of love preach, but also put into practice the Covenant of Peace. This
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Holy work of Yours was particularly tangible in my mother country when the
schism in the Bulgarian Church was overcome through Your canonical supra-
jurisdictional role of conciliator at the Pan-Orthodox Council convened by You
in Sofia in 1998. You always take care of the growth of the brotherhood and the
arrangement of the affairs of the Zograf Monastery ,,Saint George* in Holy
Mount Athos, where, with Your blessing and permission, Bulgarians enter into
spiritual ordination. You take canonical paternal care for the Orthodox
Bulgarians in the Republic of Turkey by appointing as their spiritual shepherds
the priests designated by the Bulgarian church boards. And now, thanks to Your
goodwill, we Bulgarians also have an Archimandrite on Your Throne, which is a
huge honour of a historical nature.

Except in Bulgaria, You always heal the spiritual wounds in the separate
Orthodox churches, according to the covenants of peace and love given to us by
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Canons and the good of all people. You
prophetically showed both condescension and courage. You granted the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine autocephaly. Now - in the time of horror of the
cruel and absolutely unprovoked war of the regime in Moscow against the
Ukrainian people - only the autocephalous Orthodox Church of Ukraine is eleos-
unction of solace, grace and godsend for the victims, sufferers and those
persecuted by the fury of the war, which possessed the leadership of the Russian
Federation. For the martyrs and for the heroes of Ukraine You are an intercessor
before God for the victory of peace in this suffering country.

The three governments, led by me, made efforts and we achieved a lot for
the accession of the countries of the Western Balkans to the European Union.
The acceptance into Eucharistic communion in the Holy family of the Orthodox
Churches, which You granted for the Christians from the Republic of North
Macedonia, is a strong sign for us, the European politicians.
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Besides Your countless major historical merits as Ecumenical Patriarch of
the Orthodox Church, You spare no effort for the cause of the unity of
Christians all over the world. You put tremendous efforts into the interreligious
dialogue, raise Your voice for human rights everywhere on planet Earth, fight
for the religious freedom of every single person everywhere on the globe in
unity with the institutions of international law, national governments, and all
people of good will.

Your prophetic ministry to mankind is particularly manifested in Your
devotion to the Creator through consecration to His creation. You are most
powerful defender of the nature in this world and its guardian angel. The Green
Patriarch, as the world rightly calls You, has elevated the issues of
environmental protection and climate change to the highest leadership positions
in our modern world without interruption for over 30 years. The European
Parliament and the European Commission, as well as the UN bodies, even
include the appeals of Your encyclicals in their priorities.

Your activities for mutual understanding between Science and Faith and
their complementarity gave the necessary humility and comfort in the difficult
time of the past COVID-19 pandemic. You reminded humanity, which had not
experienced a universal global fear of an invisible virus for a long time, that:
,,Medicine is a gift from God and that faith requires trust.

The world, but particularly Europe, has more than once shown You as an
example to follow in the treatment of the victims of wars and the people
persecuted in military conflicts. The problems of today’s humanity are not only
pointed out, but also solved in your theological works, and in Your humanitarian
activities You are courageous, compassionate, and self-sacrificing Apostle of
Love like Saint Andrew, whose successor You are.
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For me, both as an Orthodox Christian and as President of the largest
political party in Bulgaria - GERB, which belongs to the Christian-Democratic
family of the European People’s Party, it will be a great honour and privilege to
personally receive Your blessing on the Thronal Feast at the Ecumenical
Patriarchate - The Great Church of Christ.

In today’s time of war, I pray all people and especially political leaders
throughout the earth and especially those who are geographically in the places of
suffering to understand with mind and heart the words of God spoken by Your
mouth and namely: “It is in our power either to increase the pain inflicted on our
world or to contribute to its healing. The choice is ours!” and You add that:
“Human conflict may be inevitable in this world, but war and violence are not!”

I permit myself to make a request You to ascend Your sacred prayers to
the Holy Trinity ascension for the permition of the nearly two and a half year
long political crisis in my homeland, which causes a lot of problems to all my
compatriots, and when I meet You, I also rely on Your advice.

With great respect I kiss Your Holy Patriarchal right-hand and remain a
devoted spiritual son of Your All-Holiness:
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HEI'OBO BCECBETEMIIECTBO
TOCHOJVH, I'-H BAPTOJIOMEH I -
APXMEIIUCKOII HA KOHCTAHTHUHOIIOJI -
HOBUS PUM U TIATPUAPX BCEJEHCKH
®EHEP, KOHCTAHTHUHOIIO.I

BAIIIE BCECBETEUIIECTBO,
IMAHATUOTATE, EOEHJIE KE JTECIIOTA,

Haii-moytuTenHO CHHOBHO ce oOpbhInaM KbM Bac ciexn npoBeaeHa Mexy Hac
o(uIMaTHa KOPECIIOHACHIIMS, CBbP3aHa C IPOBEJCHUTE BeYE YECTBAHMS, IOCBETEHH
ga 130-rogumiHUHATA OT IIOJIATAHETO Ha OCHOBHHUS KaMbK Ha JKens3Hata LbpKBa
“Cp. Credpan” mnpu beirapckus IbpKOBEH Bakb(, KOMTO 0sXa JIOCTOWHO
OpraHu3MpaHy W ochliecTBeHH oT Bcenenckara Ilatpuapmms Ha 18-Tu cenreMBpH
T.I., Koraro Bue mojHecoXTe B Jap Ha TO3M BEJMKOJIENIEH XpaMm EBanrenue Ha
Obarapckd e3uk. ToBa € sSpbK INPHMEp Ha BCEJNEHCKHs Xapakrtep Ha L[bpkBaTta Ha
Koncrautunomnon! ITon3BaM ciiydasi ¥ OTHOBO HOAHAcsAM Iipel] Bac cBoMTe HCKpEHH
W3BMHEHUS 3a HEBB3MOXKHOCTTAa MM ToraBa na mocers Bac u Ilarpmapmusra Ha
Benukara Xpucrosa [[bpkBa mopagi MeXAyHapOIHH aHTQKUMEHTH !

Eto 3amo, cwobpa3sHo Bamrara mnokana, me mnocers LledTbpa Ha
[TpaBociaBUeTo 3a ThpXKECTBaTa 1o MoBoj Tpounus npasHuk Ha [laTpuapmusra,
KOraTo XPUCTUSIHUTE TI0 LIeNIUs CBAT OTOeNsA3BaMe namerra Ha I I'bpBo3BaHus arnocTol
— cB. Anjpeii, ocHoBaten Ha I[ppkBara B npeBHMsi Buszantvon. B HaBedepuero Ha
TO3HM CBAT JEH - Ha 29-TW HOEMBpH T.I. I[e CbM YECTHT U OJIaroclioBEH Ja MMaMm
aynueHiys oT Bac — Beenenckusar IlaTtpuapx, KOroTO TOYHO B CBHIIUS TO3H MECEI]
npead 7 TOOWHY NPENCEAATENCTBAHUAT OT MeH MMHUCTEPCKH CHBET NPEIVIOKH Ha
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IIpesunenta Ha PemyOnukata Bue na 6pneTe HOCUTEN Ha Hal-BHCOKOTO IbPXKaBHO
otnmuue B P. Beirapus — Opnena “Crapa ninaHuHa” I-Ba cTeneH, a Ha CIeBallus
neH (30-Td HOeMBpH T.T.) MOpaJd HEOTMEHSeMHU Jella Ha OBIrapcKUTe AbPXKaBHH
UHCTUTYIIMA HE Ie MOora /a B3eMa ydacTHe KaTO PelOBEH INPaKTHKYBall BsSpBalll
XpUcTUSHUH B boxxecTBeHaTa cB. Jlutyprus, ornasena ot Bamie BcecserelinecTBo
BbB Baiara marpuapiiecka kareapana “Cs. ['eopru”.

Ilsmata Tasu 2022-pa roguHa € M3KIFOYMTENHO CBbp3aHa MEXAYy Hac —
Obirapure W Maiikata-1{ppkBa B KOHCTaHTHHOION MOpajay H3MIbJIBaHETO Ha 175
TOOWHHM OT KaHOHH3WpaHeTo Ha cB. Potuil Benukuy, KOHTO € IPOCBETUTENl BHB
Bsipara kakto Ha cB. Kus3 bopuc-Muxamnn I Ilokpberuren, Taka 1 Ha 1sia beirapus,
HO ¥ yOeeHo BIpBaM, 4e U JHeC € HebeceH MOKpoBHTell Ha Hamums Hapo.

Bamre BcecseTeiiniecTBo,

JlHEC € U3KIFOYMTETHO BaXKHO HUE — ITOJIMTULIUTE J1a IPUOsIrBaMe 10 CbBETHTE
U na GecenBamMe MMEHHO C JyXOBHHTE BOJadu. Bue cre BcempusHaT IiiobOaneH
nyxoBeH nwzep. [loBede oT TpH JeceTuneTds Bue cre NOCBETUIIM IaTPHAPIIECKOTO
CH CIIy)KeHHe Ha 00110To O11aro.

Cnen xpas uHa CryneHata BoiiHa Bue BB300HOBHXTE M CKPENUXTE
B3aUMOOTHOIEeHHATa MeXxny [IpaBocnaBHUTE LBPKBU. OpraHM3UpaxTe, CBUKAXTE U
IPOBENOXTe IbJIroodakBaHus oT BekoBe CnOop Ha IIpaBociaBHaTa IbpKBa Ha 0-B
Kpur npe3 2016-ta roguHa, KOMTO CBHAETENCTBA B HOBO Bpeme EBaHrenmuero Ha
IIpaBnara u orBOpY LIbpKBaTa 3a AMajor chC CBETA Ha ChBpemMueTo. Bammre Mucus
M arocToyaT Ha Jo00BTa MPOIMOBSIBAT, HO U IIpUJaraT Ha Jeno 3aBeTa Ha Mupa.
OcobeHo ocezaemMo B Mosta PomuHa ToBa BH cBelleHO [e10 Cce MPOSBUA IIPH
NpeojoJisiHAss B bbiarapckara IbpkBa paskon 4pe3 Bamara KxaHOHHYHA
HaJFOPHMCIVKIMOHHA POJIs Ha NOMHUPHTEN IIpH CBMKaHus oT Bac BcempaBociaBeH
csbop B Codust pe3 1998-ma roguna. Bue Besikora rmosiarate rprky 3a pa3pacTBaHe
6paTCTBOTO M ycTpoiiBaHeto nenaTta Ha 3orpadckus Manactup “Cs. I'eopru” Ha
Csera I'opa - AtroH, kpuero Obirapu c¢ Bamero OnarocioBeHHe ¥ paspelIeHHE
BCTHIIBAT B JyXOBEH caH. Bue monarate KaHOHMYHM OQIIMHCKH TPIKH 3
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npasociaBuute Obirapu B P. Typiws xaro mM3aurare 3a TEXHH JyXOBHU MACTHPH
IIOCOYEHUTE OT OBJIrapCKUTE IbPKOBHU HACTOSTEJICTBA CBEIIEHOCITYXUTENH. A cera
Owirapure GiarogapeHue Ha Bamara 106poHaMepeHOCT uMaMe U APXUMaHIPUT Ha
Bammst TpoH, KOETO € OTPOMHA YECT C HICTOPUYECKH XapakTep.

Ocsen B boearapuss Bue Bcsikora usnepsBare IyXOBHUTE PaHH B OTAEIHHUTE
I[IpaBOCIaBHU IIPKBH, CHOOpPA3HO 3aBETHTE Ha MMpa M JOOOBTA, NalieHW HHU OT
Hamms ©ocnox Mucyc Xpucroc, Ha Cemenure KanoHum um Ha 106pyBaHETO Ha
BCHYKM XOpa. Bue MpopodecKd MpOSIBUXTE €JHOBPEMEHHO CHHU3XOXKICHUE H
cMenoct. JlajoxTe aBrokedanmus Ha LlppkBara B YkpaiiHa. Cera — BbB BpeMETO Ha
y)aca Ha )kectokara M abCONIOTHO HENPOBOKMpaHa C HHINO BOMHA Ha peXHMa B
Mocksa cpenly YKpanHCKHSI HapoJ — camo aBTokedannara [IpaBociaBHa 1bpkBa Ha
VkpaiiHa e eneli Ha yTexa U 6JIaroziaT 3a )XepTBHUTE, CTPaJalluTe ¥ TOHEHHUTE OT Oeca
Ha BoifHaTra, obianan pbKOBOACTBOTO Ha Pyckara ®enepanys. 3a MbYEHHUIIMTE U 32
repoute Ha YKpaiina Bue cre xomaTaif mpex bora 3a mobema Ha mupa B Tasu
U3CTpajaja CTpaHa.

Tpure mpaBUTENCTBA, PHKOBOAEHM OT MEH OT/AaJ0Xa CHIM U IOCTHUTHAXME
MHOTO 3a IIPUCHEJUHSIBAHETO Ha JbpXaBUTe OT 3amagHute baikaHud KbM
EBponeiickust cbio3. IIprueMaHeTo B €BXapHCTUMHO OOIIeHHWEe B CEeMEHCTBOTO Ha
IIpaBocinaBHMTE LLPKBH, K0eTo Bue peanusupaxrte Ha xpuctusiuure ot P. CeepHa
MakeoHHS € CHJIEH 3HaK U 33 HaC — EBPOIEHCKHUTE MOJIUTHUIIH.

OcBeH 6e36poiiHuTe B OrpOMHH HCTOPHYECKHM 3aclyrd Kato BceneHcku
[Tatpuapx Ha IlIpaBociaBHaTa LbpkBa Bue He necture CHWIM 3a JeIOTO Ha
eIMHCTBOTO Ha XPUCTHSHUTE I10 Lienus cBaAT. [lonarate orpoMHM yCHIIKS IO AUAJIOra
MeXIy pellMIuuTe, W3JUraTe Ijlac 3a IpaBaTa Ha YOBEeKa HABCSKbBAE IO IUIaHeTaTa
3eMs1, 60pHTe ce 3a PEIUIHO3HUTE CBOOOAM Ha BCEKU OTIENCH YOBEK 110 BCSKA TOUKA
Ha 3E€MHOTO KbJIOO B €IUHCTBO C HHCTUTYLMMTE Ha MEXIYHapOIHOTO IIpaBo,
HaLOHAIHHUTE PABUTEJICTBA U BCHYKH XOpa ¢ 100pa BOJIs.

BameTo IpopodYecKo CITy)KeHHe Ha YOBEIIKHs PO Hali-0CoOeHO ce MposiBsiBa B
otmameHocTta Bu Ha TBopela upes3 mocBemiaBaHe Ha Herosoro tsopenue. Ha
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npupoaTa B TOS CBIT Bue cre Hail-MOILeH pylop M HEMH aHreN-NasuTell. 3eJeHUsT
IMTaTpuapx, kakTo By Hapu4a OCHOBATENIHO CBETHT, U3AUIHA IPOOIIEMHUTE 32 OIla3BaHe
Ha OKOJHATa cpela ¥ KIMMATHYHUTE HW3MEHEHHs [0 Hali-BUCOKOIIOCTABEHUTE
PBKOBOJIHHM MecTa B HaIlUsl ChBpEMEHEH CBAT 0e3 mpekbcBaHe Bede Haj 30 roguHy.
Espomnetickust [TapnamenT u EBponelickata Komucus, Ho u opranute Ha OOH nopu
BKJIIOYBAT B IPHOPHUTETUTE CH alleuTe Ha BamuTe eHIUKINKA.

JleitnocTuTe B 32 B3anMHO pa3duparenctBo mexay Hayka u Bspa u TaxHOTO
B3aMMHO JOITbJIBaHE JaBaxa HEOOXOAUMHUTE CMUPEHHE U yTeXa B TEXKKOTO BpeMe Ha
npemuHanata nangemuss COVID-19. Bue HanoMHuXTe Ha 4YOBEYECTBOTO, KOETO
oT/aBHa He Oe TpPeXUBSBAJIO BceoOIL] riobajieH cTpaXx OT HEBHUAMM BHUPYC, 4Ye:
“MemuigHara e nap ot bor” u 4e BsipaTta U3UCKBa U IOBEPHE.

CsersT, HO 0ocobeHo EBpora B 4acTHOCT He BEIHBXK ca Ioka3Bainu Bac 3a
npuMep 3a IMOJpaXXaHWE B OTHOIIEHHETO KbM IIOCTpaJajuTe OT BOWHU H
[OJUIOXKEHUTE Ha TOHEHHsI TIPU BOEHHHU KOH(MIUKTH xopa. [Ipobiemute Ha JHEITHOTO
yOBEYECTBO Ca HE caMO IIOCOYBAHHM, HO M pellaBaHH BHB Bammure TeonornyHu
TpyIOBe, a B XyMaHuTapHara Bu neiinoct Bue cre Ha Jies10 ¢hplar, ChbCTpajaTeleH u
KepTBOTOTOBEeH Amoctol Ha JIloboBTa KaTo ¢B. AHIPEH, YMITO HACIENHUK CTE.

3a MEH M KaTo IPaBOCIABEH XPHUCTHUSHUH, M KaTo IIpeicenarell Ha Hau-
rojisMara  Iojguthdecka maptus B bwearapus  I'EPb, xodto € B
XPHUCTHSHAEMOKPAaTHYECKOTO ceMelicTBo Ha EBpomneiickara Haponna Ilaptus me e
OrpoMHa YecT M NpPUBHJIETUS MMEHHO Ha TpoHHMsS Bu npasHuk JIMYHO Ja Moryda
Bamero 6marocinoBenne BbB Bcenenckara Ilarpuapmms - Benukxara Xpucrosa

IIbpkaa.

B IHemHOTO BpeMe Ha BOWHA ce MOJII BCHYKM XOpa M Hai-Bede
MOJIUTHYECKUTE PHKOBOIUTENM IO IiUlaTa 3eMs U OCOOEHO Te3H, KOMTO ca
reorpadCcKd IO MecTara Ha CTpaJlaHMe C pasyM M ChplLe Ja npoymeeM boxuure
ClIOBa, M3pevyeHH OT Bammwmre ycra ye: “B Hamia BIacT e WM Jja yBeIU4MM 00JIKaTa,
HaHECEeHa Ha HalllMs CBAT, WK Jia JONpPUHECEM 3a HETOBOTO M3JeKyBaHe. M300pbT €
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gam!” kasBaTe W HombiBaTe uye: “UoBEIIKUAT KOH(IUKT MOXE Ja € HEeu3DexKeH B

"7

TO3HU CBJT, HO BOMHATa U HACUJIMETO HE ca

[To3BoJisiBaM cH a Bu momMouns na otmpaBste MOJIMTBU KbM Cerara Tpouna
Jla ce pa3pelly IpobiKaBaliaTa 6J11M30 J1B€ FOMHH U NOJIOBUHA ITOJIMTUYECKA KpH3a
B MoeTo OrTedyecTBO, KOATO Ch3ZaBa MHOXECTBO IpOOJEMH 3a BCHYKH MOH
CHHAPO/IHHUIIH, a TIPU cpemara M1 ¢ Bac — pasyutam 1 Ha Bamms cbBer.

C mpnboka MOYHT IelyBaM cBeTaTa Bu marpuapiuecka JeCHUIA U 0CTaBaM Ha
Bame BcecBeTeimecTBo Npeiad AyXOBEH CHH:

BOWKO B%/eéﬁ

IIpencenaren na III1 I'EPDB



